
Cervical Cancer and HPV Vaccination in India

Quick Facts

Cervical cancer remains a leading 
cause of  cancer deaths in India with 
approximately 

deaths reported annually.1

Cervical Cancer Prevention
Combining HPV vaccination with cervical screening will have the greatest impact in 
preventing needless death and suffering from cervical cancer.

Two Human Papilloma Virus types
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Primary Prevention: HPV Vaccination

• Cervical cancer is caused by a virus – Human Papilloma Virus.

• 80% of  cervical cancers in India can be prevented by HPV vaccination. 3

• HPV vaccination is safe and provides long lasting protection.4

• HPV vaccination is most protective when given to girls between.                                         

the ages of  9-14 years.

• HPV vaccination is given in 2 doses, 6 months apart.

• 2 HPV vaccines are available in India (Cervarix and Gardasil).

• 8 Asian countries have introduced the HPV vaccine in their National Immunization Program or 

have adopted policy to do so soon.
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Number of new cancer cases in 2018, females, all ages

Total: 587,249

Estimated age-standardized mortality rates (World) in 2018, cervix uteri, all ages
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Your evidence-backed stories can       
build public awareness around 

this topic leading to a demand for 
preventive measures. Inclusion of  HPV 
vaccination in India’s Universal 
Immunization Programme (UIP) is critical 
to provide equitable vaccine access to 
adolescent girls across the nation.

In addition to HPV 
vaccination, WHO 
recommends cancer 
screenings using high 
performance tests at least 
twice in a women’s lifetime,  
as the vaccine does not 
protect against all high-risk 
HPV types. 
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India’s Progress in HPV Vaccination

How can you inform policy and the public?

Secondary Prevention: Cervical Screening

• The vaccine has been approved by 
NTAGI.4

• Punjab launched a statewide school-
based program in November 2016.

• Delhi launched a government-
sponsored opportunistic vaccination 
program for school-girls aged 11 years 
in 2016.

• Sikkim launched a statewide program in 
2018.
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